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E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: MNUC, TECH, GW, BR 

SUB J : FRG FOREIGN MINISTER GENSCHER'S REMARKS ON 
GERMAN -B RAZILIAN NUCLEAR DEAL. 


1 . I MET WITH FOREIGN MINISTER GENSCHER ON MARCH 24. 

OUR DISCUSSION COVERED, INTER ALIA, PORTUGAL, CUBA. 
NON-PROLIFERATION, EAST- WEST RELATIONS, AND CSCE. 

THIS CABLE REPORTS GENSCHER'S REMARKS ON THE FRG- 
B RAZILIAN DEAL (OTHER SUBJECTS COVERED SEPTELS). 

2. JUST BEFORE MY MEETING, WE HAD RECEIVED A REPORT 
FROM A WORKING-LEVEL CONTACT IN THE CHANCELLERY (WHO 
ISIN A POSITION TO KNOW) THAT THERE HAD BEEN A 
CONSENSUS IN THE MARCH 23 MEETING OF THE NUCLEAR 
ENERGY COUNCIL TO GO AHEAD WITH THE ISSUANCE OF EXPORT 
LICENSES AFTER SECRETARY VANCE'S VISIT TO BONN ON 
MARCH 31 AND NOT DELAY THEM UNTIL THE PRESIDENT AND 
THE CHANCELLOR MEET IN MAY. HOWEVER, ACCORDING TO 
THIS SAME SOURCE. THERE HAD AS YET BEEN NO GOVERN- 
MENTAL DECISION MADE TO ISSUE EXPORT LICENSES. (THE 
COUNCIL IS COMPOSED OF CABINET OFFICIALS, REPRESENTA- 
TIVES OF MAJOR PARTIES. INDUSTRY AND TRADE UNIONS; 

IT MAY BE ASSUMED THAT THE INFLUENCE OF A "CONSENSUS" 

IN THE COUNCIL WOULD BE STRONG.) 
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3. IN MY DISCUSSION WITH GENSCHER I STRESSED THAT WE 
HAD REQUESTED INFORMATION FROM THE FOREIGN OFFICE 
ABOUT THE EXPORT LICENSES FOR THE BLUEPRINTS IN ORDER 
TO FOLLOW UP THE SECRETARY'S AGREEMENT TO LOOK FURTHER 
INTO THEM. IT WOULD BE HELPFUL FOR US TO HAVE A FULLER 
UNDERSTANDING OF EXACTLY WHAT IS INVOLVED. EARLY 
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PROVISION OF THE INFORMATION WOULD SPEED UP OUR CON- 
SIDERATION OF THE MATTER. 

4. GENSCHER REPLIED THAT THE FRG IS WELL AWARE OF 
THE CONTINUED US INTEREST IN THE GERMAN APPROACH. HE 
ADDED THAT THE FRG IS CONVINCED THAT NON-PROLIFERATION 
CAN BE ACHIEVED ONLY WITH THE PARTICIPATION OF BRAZIL 
AND THAT THE FRG HAS A BASIS OF COOPERATION WITH 
BRAZIL. IT INTENDS, THEREFORE, TO STICK WITH THE 
AGREEMENTS. HE EXPLAINED THAT THE NUCLEAR ENERGY 
COUNCIL HAD MET ON MARCH 23, AT WHICH TIME THERE WAS 

A GREAT DEGREE OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE THINKING OF 
THE GOVERNMENT AND THAT OF THE REPRESENTATIVES OF 
POLITICAL PARTIES AND TRADE UNIONS. 

5. WHEN I PRESSED FOR A MORE COMPLETE ANSWER, AFTER 
EXPRESSING OUR EXPECTATION THAT THE DECISION ON THE 
EXPORT LICENSES WOULD BE DELAYED UNTIL OUR REVIEW OF 
THE MATERIAL WE HAD REQUESTED COULD BE COMPLETED, 
GENSCHER ONLY CONFIRMED AGREEMENT THAT THE FONOFF 
WOULD PROVIDE US WITH AN ASSESSMENT OF THE IMPORTANCE 
OF THE DIFFERENT PHASES IN IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
AGREEMENTS. GENSCHER SAID THAT IT WOULD NOT BE 
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POSSIBLE TO PROVIDE US WITH THE TEXT OF THE AGREE- 
MENTS. HE POINTED OUT THAT THE GOVERNMENT IS NOT 
COMPLETELY THE MASTER OF THE PROCEDURES INVOLVED. 

6. IN REPLY TO MY QUESTION AS TO WHETHER THERE HAD 
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BEEN ANY DISCUSSION IN THE COUNCIL OF THE QUESTION 
OF TIMING OF A DECISION ON WHETHER TO ISSUE EXPORT 
LICENSES, GENSCHER SAID THAT IT WAS THE OPINION OF 
THE COUNCIL THAT THE FRG'S DELAY OF THE IMPLEMENTA- 
TION OF THE AGREEMENTS WITH BRAZIL SHOULD NOT BECOME, 
IN EFFECT, A DECISION TO CHANGE THE AGREEMENTS. 

THERE WAS A CONSENSUS FOR EARLY IMPLEMENTATION, HE 
SAID, BUT HE ASSURED ME THAT THIS WHOLE QUESTION WOULD 
BE DISCUSSED WITH SECRETARY VANCE WHEN HE COMES TO 
BONN MARCH 31. 

7. COMMENT: GIVEN THE INFORMATION MENTIONED IN PARA 
2 FROM A WORKING LEVEL CONTACT AND THE RETICENCE DIS 
PLAYED BY THE FOREIGN MINISTER TODAY, I AM CONCERNED 
THAT THE DISCUSSIONS IN THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT ARE NOT 
GOING IN A DIRECTION WE WOULD LIKE. I BELIEVE THAT 
CONSIDERATION SHOULD BE GIVEN TO AN APPROACH TO THE 
HIGHEST LEVEL OF THE FRG BEFORE THE SECRETARY ARRIVES 
IN BONN. IN THIS CONNECTION, THE DEPARTMENT MAY WISH 
TO KEEP IN MIND THAT BOTH SCHMIDT AND GENSCHER 
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WILL BE IN ROME MARCH 24-25 FOR A MEETING OF THE 
EUROPEAN COUNCIL. 
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